APPEAL 130
Interpretation Requested by the US Sailing Racing Rules Committee

Definitions, Mark-Room

Definitions, Room

Rule 16.1, Changing Course

Rule 18.1, Mark-Room: When Rule 18 Applies
Rule 18.2, Mark-Room: Giving Mark-Room
Rule 43.1(b), Exoneration

Interpretations of the definition Mark-Room

Question 1

Whenaboat’spropercourseisno longertosail close tothe mark, how muchroom (“space”)
issheentitledtoinordertoround or passthe mark andstillbe considered to be sailing within
the mark-room to which she is entitled, and therefore eligible for exoneration by rule 43.1(b),
if she breaks a rule of Section A of Part 2, rule 15, 16, or 31?

Answer 1
The definition Mark-Room is: “Roo for a boat (a) to sail to the zark when her proper course
istosail closetoit, (b)toround or pass the zzarkonthe required side, and (c)toleaveitastern.”

The definition Room is: “The space a boat needs in the existing conditions, including space to
comply with her obligations under the rules of Part 2 and rule 31, while manoeuvring promptly
in a seamanlike way.”

Therefore, “mark-room” includes “room to round the mark in a seamanlike way.”

Under “Terminology” in the Introduction to The Racing Rules of Sailing, it states: “Atermused
inthe sense stated in the Definitions is printed initalics. .. Other words and terms are used in
the sense ordinarily understood in nautical or general use.”

Adictionarymeaning oftheverb “round”is: “passand goaround (something)soastomove
on in a changed direction.”

Words and terms used in The Racing Rules of Sailing are used in the context of a body of rules
that apply to the sport of sailboat racing.

Inthe contextofthe sportofsailboatracing, “toround the mark inaseamanlike way” means
tochangedirectionatamarkasneededtobeginsailingonthenextlegofthecourseonahead-
ing consistent with sailing at the boat’s optimum angle to the wind. And a boat entitled to
“mark-room” is entitled to the space she needs to make that maneuver in the existing conditions,
including space to comply with her obligations under the rules of Part 2 and rule 31, while
maneuvering promptly in a seamanlike way, and no more space than that.

Here are some scenarios applying that interpretation of the definition Mark-Room:

Scenario 1

Whenbearing offtoroundawindward or an offsetmark ontoaleewardleg where boats will
needto sail on both tackstoreach theleeward mark, aboatis entitled to justenough space to
turn promptly in a seamanlike way to a course consistent with sailing at the boat’s optimum
angletothe wind withoutchangingtacks. Mark-roomdoesnotincludeanyadditional space
to gybe and sail on the other tack.
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InDiagram 1, Boat A isentitled to mark-room. Butbecause A doesnotneedto gybe and sail
onporttacktobeginsailing thenextlegon her optimumangle to the wind, mark-roomdoes
notincluderoomto gybe andsail onporttack during herroundingmaneuver. If A gybes and
sails on porttack and breaksrule 10, sheisnot exonerated by rule43.1(b) for her breach.

Note: Ifa boat clear ahead wishes to gybe around the windward or offset mark, she can consider
sailing a little high of the mark on the approach and then sailing close to the mark before gybing
suchthataboatastern cannotpreventher from gybing withouthitting the mark herself. See
Diagram 2.
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Scenario 2
Whenroundingamarkwhereitisnecessary foraboattogybetosailtothenextmark,suchas
thegybemarkonatriangle courseorthelastmark ofatrapezoid coursebefore the finish, she
is entitled to enough space to gybe promptly and sail in a seamanlike way on her optimum
angle to the wind on the other tack.
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InDiagram3,Boat A isentitled tomark-room. Because A needsto gybeandsail onporttack
tosail directly tothenext mark, mark-roomincludesroomto gybe promptly and sail on port
tack during her rounding maneuver.

Scenario 3

When rounding a leeward mark onto a windward leg where boats will need to sail on both
tacksto gettothenextmark, aboatis entitled to enoughspace to promptly turn fromadown-
wind course up to a close-hauled course (her optimum angle to the wind), but not space to
turnup to head-to-wind or totack. See Case 118. However, ifboats musttack in orderto sail
directly to the next mark, they are entitled to space to turnup to head to wind, but not to pass
headtowind, becauserule 18.2(a)nolongerapplies when boats entitled to mark-room pass
head to wind (see rule 18.2(b)).
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In Diagram 4, Boat A is entitled to mark-room. Boat A sails wide of the mark, leaving space for
BoatBtosail betweenherandthe mark. Mark-roomincludesroomfor Atosailuptoaclose-
hauled course. If A sails above close-hauled, she is not sailing within the mark-room to which
sheisentitled,andifshebreaksrule 16.1 whendoingso,sheisnotexoneratedbyrule43.1(b).
See Diagram 5.

Question 2

Atawindward rounding mark, when a close-hauled boat is either overlapped inside and to
windward, or clear ahead, ofaboat thatis required to give her mark-room, and she needs to
tackinordertoroundthe mark,isshe entitled tomark-roomaftershehaspassedheadtowind?

Answer 2

No.Whenaboathassailed tothe mark and will need totack toroundit, mark-roomincludes
roomtotack. However, therulethatentitleshertomark-roomisrule 18.2(a), whichnolonger
applieswhentheboatentitled tomark-roompassesheadtowind (seerule 18.2(b)). Therefore,
in effect, an inside boat is only entitled to mark-room until she passes head to wind.

Note: Thisdoesnotmean thatan inside, windward, overlappedboat(W) cannottack toround
the mark. [f W is overlapped inside an overlapped leeward boat (L), L must give W room to
luffuptoheadtowind. Inmostcases, W’sluffwill carryherfarenoughtowindwardthatshe
will have room for her stern to swing without touching L as she tacks by continuing to turn
until sheis on a close-hauled course. If L luffs to try and prevent W from tacking, she risks
breakingrule 16.1. Andif, while W is sailing within the room to which she is entitled under
rule 16.1, she breaks rule 13, she is exonerated by rule 43.1(b).

Andiftheboatentitledtomark-room(A)isclearahead oftheboatrequiredto givehermark-
room (B), Amay luffuptoheadtowindand, inmost cases, B will continue on port tack until
her bow has passed A’sstern, at which time A will have room to tack onto starboard.

See Diagram 6.

Diagram 6




Question 3

Ata finishing mark at the end of a downwind or reaching leg, what is the “maneuver” that
Boat P is entitled to make underrule 18.2(a)(2) and the definitions Mark-Room and Room
in Diagram 7 below? Also, how do the rules apply in this incident?

Diagram 7
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Answer 3

When BoatPreaches the zone, Boat S hasnotreached the zone yet. Therefore, S isrequired
byrule 18.2(a)(2) to give P mark-room. Because P’s proper course is not to sail close to the
finishingmark,Pisnotentitledtoroomtosailtothefinishingmark. But,underrule 18.2(a)(2)
and the definitions Mark-Room and Room, P is entitled to make the following maneuver:
sail promptly in a seamanlike way on a course that passes the finishing mark and leaves it astern.
S complied with rule 18.2(a)(2) by giving P mark-room. P broke rule 10, but because the course
Pchosetosailtopassthemarkandleaveitasternwasaseamanlikecourse, Pisexonerated by
rule 43.1(b) for her breach.

Question 4

In the definition Mark-Room, when does a boat ‘leave the mark astern’, for the purposes of rule
18.1(b), When Rule 18 Applies?

Answer 4

Aboatleavesthemark astern whenthe markisbehind alineabeam fromthe aftermost point
ofher hull and equipment in normal position. However, if while maneuvering in the zone
a boat temporarily leaves the mark astern, only when she leaves it astern after rounding or
passing it on the required side as needed to begin sailing the next leg has she been given
mark-room.
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Atposition 2, Boat A has left the mark astern. However, she has not rounded the mark yet,
so she is still entitled to mark-room. At position 3, A is alongside the mark and is still rounding
it, so she has not yet been given mark-room. At position 4, she has left the mark astern and
has been given mark-room.
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